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SWAN RIVER, HERITAGE ICON 

287. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the minister’s press release dated 13 January 2004 declaring the Swan River to be Western Australia’s 
first official heritage icon. 

(1) How does the minister justify the Labor Government’s decision to support a cost blow-out of 
$400 million on the southern rail link when it can find only $3.8 million extra each year for the State’s 
number one heritage icon? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I call the Minister for State Development to order for the first time.  It is 
impossible to run question time if members are not allowed to ask questions. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS:  My question continues - 

(2) How does the Minister for the Environment propose to maintain the health of the Swan and Canning 
Rivers when the bulk of the $80 million for the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality 
falls under the budget of the Department of Agriculture and there is an up-country salinity problem 
estimated to cost the State $600 million a year? 

(3) Will the minister concede that the southern rail link has consumed the State’s budget and that the health 
of Western Australia’s number one heritage icon will be put at risk by the Gallop Government’s 
priorities? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
(1)-(3) I have just checked my diary and it is not 1 April!  Apart from that, I am not too sure where this 

question is coming from.  The Government is very proud of what it has done for the Swan River.  I ask 
the member: what is the base budget of the Swan River Trust? 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  About $15.5 million. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  No.  The base budget is $5 million.  The additional moneys put in by the Government as 
reflected in the forward estimates are truly significant.  The amounts are nothing like what the previous 
Government put in when it was in government - the dark old days for the Swan River.  We have excellent 
programs occurring with the Swan River.  Very good research is being conducted on how to tackle algal blooms.  
At the moment we literally have bulldozers out in constructed wetlands helping to stop nutrients from entering 
the river and protecting the health of the Swan and Canning Rivers.  I recently inspected a new site.  A 
commitment was made before the last election to have a foreshore restoration program.  That is now in full 
swing in Fremantle.   

Mr B.J. Grylls:  Only $15.5 million over four years.  

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  In January this year we announced an increase of $1 million a year for that program alone.  
The recent budget put $158 million on the table to address salinity in regional Western Australia.  That money is 
largely untied. 

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the member for Warren-Blackwood.  The member for Warren-
Blackwood is not entitled to speak on every question that is asked.  He knows the rules on interjections; they will 
be more strictly enforced.   

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  I recently met with the regional natural resource management group chairs.  They 
congratulated me on the provision of that money for salinity.  I received congratulations from the chair of the 
Swan Catchment Council; she is well known to the National Party.  I also received congratulations from the 
other chairs.  That money sits in the agriculture budget because in our Government we have ministers who are 
happy to work together, to share money across agencies and to make sure that projects get done.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  What a load of twaddle!  Read the budget estimates. 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The money going into the Avon catchment in particular will directly benefit the Swan 
catchment and will help not only our heritage icon but also the number one environmental issue, which is 
salinity.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call to order the member for Nedlands for the second time.   
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